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of the conception of the democratic idea in the political development of 
the chief countries. 

Although both in compass and arrangement calculated for the stu- 
dent, and prepared primarily for use as a college text, it will also prove 
useful to all citizens whose interests have been stimulated in the prin- 
ciples and problems of government and who seek to acquire a better 
knowledge of the political experience and problems of the chief nations. 

It treats actual organization and operation of government rather than 
constitutional history. Primarily it presents a comparative study of 
contemporary political institutions; but it also indicates the influence of 
national heritage in the formation of these institutions, and describes 
briefly the changes in government organization and procedure during the 
World War. 

In the immense extension of public functions, in mobilization and 
subjection to government authority of everything considered necessary 
for waging war, Dr. Beard sees the source of most difficult problems of 
future reconstruction. 

For international government Dr. Ogg favors a league of nations 
with power to enforce peace by appropriate machinery and by accept- 
ance of certain restrictions on the sovereignty of states. He urges that 
the United States, after taking the initiative as an ally in the war, can- 
not return to isolation in a world that has become " one great body ". 

The book, although it contains few foot-note references, is supplied 
with well-selected bibliographies immediately following each chapter. 
It also has a satisfactory index. 

J. M. Callahan. 

La France pendant la Guerre, 1914-1918. Par Gabriel Alphaud. 

Avec une Preface de M. Paul Deschanel. (Paris : Hachette et 

Cie. 1918. Pp. x, 285 ; 239. 3.50 fr.) 

The title of these two volumes is not descriptive of their contents. 
They are in part a series of articles, perhaps originally feuilletons, in 
which the effect of the war upon the ancient provinces of France — 
Normandy, Champagne, Languedoc, Burgundy, Guyenne, etc. — is por- 
trayed, up to some undefined date in 1918; but in which, furthermore, 
certain very familiar picturesque episodes in the remoter history of 
these regions are narrated with little or no excuse and sometimes at 
tedious length. If the author had confined himself to the first part of 
this programme, which would have given him quite enough to do, he 
might have produced a book of considerable interest and permanent 
value. And, indeed, if a reader has skill enough to separate the new 
from the old, the actual from the romantic, much will be found here to 
reward his patience in wading through the pages in almost every chapter 
which are devoted to an unnecessary exaltation of local heroes and the 
repetition of patriotic legends. For example, in the chapter on Savoy, 
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the picture of the mountain villages, widowed and crippled by the loss 
of their middle-aged and young men, is worth observing, and so is the 
account of economic conditions and prospects in that land of hotels and 
health-resorts ; in the chapter on Marseilles and Provence light is thrown 
upon the dark question of the behavior of the Fifteenth Corps of the 
French army, which was accused, in official reports, of bad conduct in 
the face of the enemy during the operations near Metz in August, 1914 ; 
the chapter on the Ardennes contains a significant account of the Ger- 
man effort to spread false information by means of the reptilian Gazette 
des Ardennes; the chapter on Normandy has at least the merit of de- 
scribing, and with no small degree of vivacity, the great British camp 
at Rouen. In so far as M. Alphaud was able to visit the sixteen prov- 
inces of France to which his chapters are consecrated, and was willing 
to relate what he saw with his own eyes and heard with his own ears, 
he has succeeded ; and it would be unfair not to admit that he has in this 
way preserved a score of anecdotes which deserve to be remembered — 
tales of heroic adventure by land and sea, and of sacrifice and inge- 
nuity at home. Even his pages of statistics, though incomplete and 
unsystematic, will probably have some value for students of history 
some day, because they give the numbers of German prisoners, of 
wounded French soldiers, of cattle and horses, of tons of provisions, 
etc., which were reckoned to be in certain provinces or districts when 
the chapters were written, though M. Alphaud seldom condescends to 
favor us with dates. 

Apart from these good points, the book is of little value. The style 
is affected and rhapsodical. Clearness, the prime virtue of French 
prose, has been abandoned in favor of an obscure, allusive, tortuous 
mannerism. The arrangement of material is equally unsatisfactory. 
Passages of reflection, none too profound, are thrust between pages of 
facts; eulogies on national worthies, chosen indiscriminately from any- 
where between the Crusades and the Third Republic, open and close 
many of the chapters. We could more easily spare them than the ten 
pages suppressed by the French censor, which apparently described the 
arrival of the American troops. 

George McLean Harper. 

War and Revolution in Russia, 1914.-191J. By General Basil 
Gourko, Chief of the Russian Imperial General Staff, Novem- 
ber, 1916-March, 1917, Commander-in-Chief of Western Armies, 
March, 1917-June, 1917. (New York: Macmillan Company. 
1919. Pp. xv, 420. $4.00.) 

General Basil Gourko, who belongs to a family distinguished in 
Russian military annals, was a division commander of cavalry when the 
war broke out. As such he assisted in the first Russian invasion of East 
Prussia, and made a remarkable reconnoitring dash within and behind 



